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ENGLISH

Title VI Notice to Public

It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race,
color, national origin, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits
of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection
has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT's Office of Equity and Civil Rights (OECR). For additional information regarding
Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OECR’s Title VI
Coordinator at 360-705-7090.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information

This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the Office of Equity and Civil Rights at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov
or by calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington
State Relay at 711.

ESPANOL

Notificacion de Titulo VI al Pablico

La politica del Departamento de Transporte del Estado de Washington (Washington State Department of Transportation, WSDOT) es
garantizar que ninguna persona, por motivos de raza, color u origen nacional, segun lo dispuesto en el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos
Civiles de 1964, sea excluida de la participacion, se le nieguen los beneficios o se le discrimine de otro modo en cualquiera de sus
programas y actividades. Cualquier persona que considere que se ha violado su proteccion del Titulo VI puede presentar una queja
ante la Oficina de Equidad y Derechos Civiles (Office of Equity and Civil Rights, OECR) del WSDOQOT. Para obtener mas informacion
sobre los procedimientos de queja del Titulo VI o informacion sobre nuestras obligaciones contra la discriminacién, comuniquese con el
coordinador del Titulo VI de la OECR al 360-705-7090.

Informacion de la Ley sobre Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA, por sus siglas en inglés)

Este material puede estar disponible en un formato alternativo al enviar un correo electrénico a la Oficina de Equidad y Derechos
Civiles a wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov o llamando a la linea sin cargo 855-362-4ADA(4232). Personas sordas o con discapacidad auditiva
pueden solicitar la misma informacién llamando al Washington State Relay al 711.
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Paspen VI O6wecTBeHHOe 3a8BIeHNe

Monntuka OenapTameHTa TpaHcnopTa wrtaTa BawmnHrtod (WSDOT) 3ak1t04aeTCcs B TOM, YTO6bI UCK/IOUYUTL SIt06ble Cayvan
OMCKPMMUHALMM NO NPU3HAKY Pachl, LiBETA KOXKM UJIM HALMOHAIbHOTO MPOUCXOXKAEHMS, KaK 3TO NpegycMoTpeHo Pasaenom

VI 3aKoHa 0 rpakaaHcKux npasax 1964 roaa, a TakXXe cay4dyan HelONYLLEHMS YYaCcTUs, JIMLEHUS IbFOT UK Apyrue Gopmbl
OUCKPUMUHALMM B paMKax 10601 13 CBOMX NPorpamMMm 1 MeponpusTuit. Jllo6oe 1o, KoTopoe CYUTAET, YTO ero cpeAcTBa 3aLuUThbI
B paMKax pasfena VI 66111 HapyLleHbl, MOXET NoAaTh »Kanoby B BeJoMCTBO Mo BonpocaM paBeHCTBa U rpaxkaaHckmnx npas WSDOT
(OECR). Ons pononHnTenbHomn nHdopmaLmm o npoueaype nofaqm >kanobbl Ha HecoboaeHue Tpe6oBaHuit pasaena VI, a Takxke
noJly4eHns MHGOPMaLIMKM O HalLMX 0653aTeNIbCTBaX No 60pbbe C AUCKPUMMHALIMEN, MOXKANYNCTA, CBAXKMUTECH C KOOPAMHATOPOM
OECR no pasgeny VI no tenedpony 360-705-7090.

3akoH CLUA o 3awuTe npas rpakgaH ¢ orpaHMyeHHbIMU BO3MOXXHOCTAMM (ADA)

OTY MHbOPMaLLMIO MOXKHO NOJTy4YUTb B afibTepHAaTUMBHOM dopMaTe, OTNPABUB 3N1EKTPOHHOE NMCcbMO B BegomMcTBO No Bonpocam
paBEeHCTBA M IrpakJaaHCKKUX npa. no agpecy wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov v no3BoHMB no 6ecnsiaTHoMy TenedoHy 855-362-
4ADA(4232). Tnyxue 1 cnabocablwallme anua MoryT cAenaTh 3anpoc, NO3BOHMB B CMELMAIbHYIO OMCMETYEPCKYIO C/Y>KBY
wTaTa BawmHrtoH no HoMmepy 711.(4232). Mnyxue 1 cnabocsibilalme Anua MoryT cAenaTh 3anpoc, MO3BOHUB B CNeLMabHYo
OMCNeTYepCKYo CNy>X6y wTaTa BawmHrToH no Homepy 711.
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Thoéng bao Khoan VI danh cho céng ching

Chinh sach ctia S& Giao Théng Van Tai Tiéu Bang Washington (WSDOT) 12 bdo dam khdéng dé cho ai bj loai khoi su tham gia, bj tur
khuéc quyén lgi, hodc bi ky thi trong bat cr chuong trinh hay hoat déng nao vi ly do chiing tdc, mau da, hodc nguén géc qudc gia, theo
nhu quy dinh trong Muc VI ctia Dao Luat Dan Quyén nam 1964. B4t cr ai tin rang quyén bao vé trong Muc VI cla ho bi vi pham, déu
c6 thé ndp don khi€u nai cho Van Phong Bao Vé Dan Quyén va Binh Ding (OECR) ctia WSDOT. Muén biét thém chi tiét lién quan dén
thu tuc khi€u nai Muc VI va/hodc chi tiét lién quan dén trach nhiém khong ky thi cia chdng toi, xin lién lac v&i Phéi Tri Vién Muc VI cla
OECR s6 360-705-7090.

Théng tin vé Dao luat Ngudi My tan tat (Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA)

Tai liéu nay c6 thé thuc hién bing mot hinh thirc khac bing cach email cho Van Phong Bao Vé Dan Quyén va Binh Ding wsdotada@
wsdot.wa.gov hodc goi dién thoai mién phi s8, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Ngudi diéc hodc khi€m thinh cé thé yéu ciu bang cach goi cho
Dich vu Tiép dm Ti€u bang Washington theo sé 711.
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Ciwaanka VI Ogeysiiska Dadweynaha

Waa siyaasada Waaxda Gaadiidka Gobolka Washington (WSDOT) in la xaqiijiyo in aan gofna, ayadoo la cuskanaayo sababo la xariira
isir, midab, ama wadanku kasoo jeedo, sida ku goran Title VI (Qodobka VI) ee Sharciga Xaquugda Madaniga ah ah oo soo baxay 1964,
laga saarin ka gaybgalka, loo diidin faa'iidooyinka, ama si kale loogu takoorin barnaamijyadeeda iyo shaqooyinkeeda. Qof kasta oo
aaminsan in difaaciisa Title VI |a jebiyay, ayaa cabasho u gudbin kara Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah (OECR) ee WSDOT.
Si aad u hesho xog dheeraad ah oo ku saabsan hanaannada cabashada Title VI iyo/ama xogta la xariirta waajibaadkeena ka caagan
takoorka, fadlan la xariir Iskuduwaha Title VI ee OECR oo aad ka wacayso 360-705-7090.

Macluumaadka Xeerka Naafada Marykanka (ADA)

Agabkaan ayaad ku heli kartaa gaab kale adoo iimeel u diraaya Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah oo aad ka helayso
wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov ama adoo wacaaya laynka bilaashka ah, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Dadka naafada maqgalka ama magalku ku adag
yahay waxay ku codsan karaan wicitaanka Adeega Gudbinta Gobolka Washington 711.



If you have difficulty understanding English, you may, free of charge, request language assistance services by calling 360-570-2530 or
email us at: cheneyr@wsdot.wa.gov

ESPANOL - SPANISH

Servicios de traduccién

Aviso a personas con dominio limitado del idioma inglés: Si usted tiene alguna dificultad en entender el idioma inglés,
puede, sin costo alguno, solicitar asistencia lingliistica con respecto a esta informacidn llamando al 360-570-2530,

o envie un mensaje de correo electrénico a: cheneyr@wsdot.wa.gov
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Ycnyru nepesoga

Ecnv BaM TpyZAHO NOHUMATb aHI/IMACKUIA A3bIK, Bbl MOXKETE 3aNpoCcUTb 6ecrniaTHbIe S3bIKOBble
YCNyru, no3BoHMB no TenedoHy 360-570-2530, nnm Hanmcae HaM Ha 3/IEKTPOHHY NoyTy: cheneyr@wsdot.wa.gov

tiéng Viét - VIETNAMESE
cac dich vu dich thuat

Né&u quy vi khéng hiéu tiéng Anh, quy vi cé thé yéu cau dich vu trg gitip ngdn ngilt, mién phi,
bang cach goi s6 360-570-2530, ho3c email cho ching téi tai: cheneyr@wsdot.wa.gov
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Adeegyada Turjumaada

Haddii ay kugu adag tahay inaad fahamtid Ingiriisida, waxaad, bilaash, ku codsan kartaa adeegyada caawimada luugada adoo wacaaya
360-570-2530 ama iimayl noogu soo dir: cheneyr@wsdot.wa.gov



Foreword

The Washington State Bridge Inspection Manual (WSBIM) is published jointly by the Bridge
and Structures and the Local Programs offices of the Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT). This manual is the primary source of information and guidance for
those who inspect bridges subject to the National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS), the
National Tunnel Inspection Standards (NTIS) and managed by state and local agencies within
Washington State.

This publication is the official source for all information relevant to Washington State’s
compliance with the NBIS, the National Bridge Inventory, the NTIS, the National Tunnel
Inventory, and the Washington State Bridge Inventory. It is also the official source of
information for the inspection of bridges” and selected structures on state right of way that
are not subject to the NBIS, and for the recordkeeping requirements for these bridges and
selected structures in the Washington State Bridge Inventory.

The WSBIM is managed by the Bridge Inspection Committee composed of individuals listed
in this document. Suggestions for improvement and updating the manual are always welcome.
All questions and comments regarding this manual will be reviewed by this committee and
incorporated into subsequent revisions as appropriate.

Roman Peralta P.E Loren Wilson, P.E.
WSDOT Bridge Preservation Engineer/ FHWA Washington Division Bridge Engineer
Statewide Program Manager

*Bridge(s) is intended to mean all reportable structures which includes bridges, culverts and tunnels.
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Foreword

Bridge Inspection Committee Members

Greg Seipel, P.E., Co-Chair
Bridge Condition Engineer
WSDOT Bridge Preservation
PO Box 47341

Olympia, WA 98504-7341
seipelg@wsdot.wa.gov
360-570-2525

Jody Bywater

Quality Assurance Engineer
WSDOT Bridge Preservation
PO Box 47341

Olympia, WA 98504-7341
bywaterj@wsdot.wa.gov
360-561-3328

George Comstock P.E.
Coding & Appraisal Engineer
WSDOT Bridge Preservation
PO Box 47341

Olympia, WA 98504-7341
Comstog@wsdot.wa.gov
360-570-2540

WSBIM Contributors
Mohamad Al-Salman, P.E.
David Churchill, P.E.
Andrew Easley, P.E.
Spencer Hand, P.E.
Alan Kuper, P.E.
Joshua Martin, P.E.
Duane Stone, P.E.
Colt Tatum, P.E.

Sonia Lowry, P.E., Co-Chair
Local Programs Bridge Engineer
WSDOT Local Programs

PO Box 47390

Olympia, WA 98504-7390
lowrys@wsdot.wa.gov
360-705-7870

Andre’ La Foe

Bridge Deck Manager
WSDOT Bridge and Structures
PO Box 47340

Olympia, WA 98504-7340
lafoelo@wsdot.wa.gov
360-705-7393

Loren Wilson, P.E.

WA Division Bridge Engineer
FHWA

711 South Capitol Way
Olympia, WA 98501
loren.wilson@dot.gov
360-753-9482
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Comment Request Form

Date:
From: Phone:
Email:
To: Bridge Preservation Engineer

Washington State Department of Transportation
PO Box 47340
Olympia, WA 98504-7340

Subject:

Bridge Inspection Manual Comment

Recommendation for Improvement:
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Introduction

Purpose

The Washington State Bridge Inspection Manual (WSBIM) has been developed to provide
specific guidance, offer needed technical details, and serve as an information source to both
state and local agency staff related to and involved with bridge inspections within the state of
Washington. The intent of this manual is to serve as an operations manual for the collection,
processing, and reporting of bridge inspection information.

The WSBIM consists of nine chapters. Chapters 1 - 3 explain the responsibilities within the
bridge inspection organization, provide guidance to the structure of the Washington State
Bridge Inventory System (WSBIS), and it further explains the types of inspections and the
reports required to meet the federal mandate outlined in the Code of Federal Regulations.
Chapter 4 describes the Washington State Bridge Management System (BMS) and defines the
element level inspection used by both state and local agency bridge inspectors. Chapters 5 - 7
provide more detailed information to the inspector regarding load ratings, scour, damage/repair
reporting, and quality control/quality assurance. Chapter 8, currently written as a stand-alone
chapter, covers the aspects of mechanical and electrical inspections of moveable structures.
Chapter 9 integrates the operation of tunnel inspections into the overall inspection program.

References

Bridge inspection staff may also refer to the most current editions of the following:
« Bridge Inspector’s Reference Manual (BIRM), Publication No. FHWA NHI 23-024
« The Manual for Bridge Evaluation (MBE), 3" Edition, AASHTO
« The Manual for Bridge Element Inspection, 2nd Edition, AASHTO
« Evaluating Scour at Bridges, Hydraulic Engineering Circular (HEC) No. 18, 5t Edition, FHWA

« Stream Stability at Highway Structures, Hydraulic Engineering Circular (HEC) No. 20, 4th
Edition, FHWA

« Bridge Scour and Stream Instability Countermeasures, Hydraulic Engineering Circular No. 23,
3rd Edition, FHWA

» Title 23 CFR 650 Subpart C - National Bridge Inspection Standards
» Title 23 CFR 650 Subpart E - National Tunnel Inspection Standards
« Title 23 CFR 500 Subpart A - Management and Monitoring Systems

» Recording and Coding Guide for the Structure Inventory and Appraisal of the Nation’s Bridges,
Report No. FHWA-PD-96-001, December 1995, FHWA. NOTE: use of this document will
be discontinued after March 2025.

« Specifications for the National Bridge Inventory (SNBI), Publication No. FHWA-HIF-22-017.
NOTE: use of this document is in transition until full use in 2026.

« Specifications for the National Tunnel Inventory (SNTI), Publication No. FHWA-HIF-15-006.
« Bridge Design Manual (BDM) M 23-50, WSDOT

» Transportation Structures Preservation Manual M 23-11, WSDOT

 Local Agency Guidelines (LAG) M 36-63, WSDOT

» Bridge List M 23-09, WSDOT

« Moveable Bridge Inspection, Evaluation, and Maintenance Manual, 15t Edition, AASHTO

» Dive Safety Manual M 3107, WSDOT
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Introduction

Revisions

The WSBIM is a dynamic document that is updated annually to incorporate revisions based
on new requirements from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), as well as newly
adopted practices by either state or local agencies within the state. We encourage the user to
submit to the Bridge Inspection Committee any proposed revisions or new material, by using
the Comment Request Form provided.

In the event of conflicting information or requirements between the WSBIM and NBIS/NTIS,
the NBIS/NTIS will govern. Agencies are not relieved of the responsibility of complying with
the NBIS/NTIS even when a conflict exists. If a conflict is discovered, notify the WSDOT
Bridge Condition Engineer or the Local Agency Bridge Engineer.
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Chapter 1 Bridge Inspection Organization
Requirements

1-1 General

The National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS) are published in the Code of Federal
Regulations, 23 CFR 650, Subpart C. The NBIS sets the national standard for the proper
safety inspection and evaluation of bridges and it applies to all structures defined as
reportable structures located on all public roads, on and off Federal-aid highways, including
tribally and federally owned tunnels.

The National Tunnel Inspection Standards (NTIS) are published in the Code of Federal
Regulations, 23 CFR 650, Subpart E. The NTIS sets the national standard for the proper safety
inspection and evaluation of all highway tunnels on all public roads, on and off Federal-aid
highways, including tribally and federally owned tunnels.

Washington State’s bridge inspection organization is required to meet the NBIS, NTIS, and
functions under the authority of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and state law.
Washington State’s bridge inspection organization, however, is only responsible for state
and local agency-owned bridges and tunnels. Federally-owned bridges are inventoried and
managed by federal agencies. Privately-owned highway bridges are not included in this
requirement unless it is connected to a public road on both ends of the bridge. WSDOT
encourages private bridge owners to inspect and maintain their bridges in conformance with
the NBIS, NTIS, and this manual. There is an open invitation for private bridge owners to
submit bridge records to the Washington State Bridge Inventory System (WSBIS).

1-1.1 Definitions

BEISt -Bridge Engineering Information System. The WSDOT internal website that holds
electronic bridge files.

Bridge - All reportable structures that include bridges, culverts, and tunnels. See also
definition of Reportable Structure below.

BridgeWorks - The software application that is used to record, process and report bridge
inspections and which updates data in the inventory databases.

Bridge Condition Inspection Training (BCIT) - A comprehensive ten day training course
offered by WSDOT based on the 2012 FHWA “Bridge Inspectors Reference Manual (BIRM)”.
The BCIT is an FHWA accepted equivalent to the course offered by the National Highway
Institute (NHI), entitled “Safety Inspection of In-Service Bridges” with a course code of
FHWA-NHI-130055.

Bridge File - A file containing historic and current information about a bridge, and meeting
the intent of Chapter 2 of the AASHTO Manual for Bridge Evaluation.

Bridge Inspection - The act to assess the structural condition and collect pertinent data while
on site of in-service bridges.
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Chapter 1

Bridge Inspection Organization Requirements

Bridge Inspection Certification - A process by which a Program manager, Team Leader and
Underwater Bridge Inspection Diver is certified in the state of Washington to perform bridge
inspections. See Section 1-5.

Bridge Inspection Committee (BIC) - A committee of state and local agency representatives
that provides overall advisory input to the bridge inspection manual content and organization
within the state of Washington. The current list of committee members is located within the
Foreword of this manual.

Bridge Inspection Organization - See Section 1-2

Bridge Inspection Program - An organizational unit that functions as part of the Bridge
Inspection Organization and that meets the requirements of 23 CFR 650.307, 23 CFR
650.507, and this manual. Agencies involved with the Bridge Inspection Program are
led by delegated program managers, who work in coordination with the Statewide
Program Manager.

Critical Finding - See Section 6-2

Culvert - A structure comprised of one or more barrels, beneath an embankment and
designed structurally to account for soil-structure interaction. These structures are
hydraulically and structurally designed to convey water, sediment, debris, and, in many cases,
aquatic and terrestrial organisms through roadway embankments. Culvert barrels have many
sizes and shapes and have inverts that are either integral or open, i.e. supported by spread
or pile-supported footings. Many culverts take advantage of headwater submergence of the
inlet to increase hydraulic efficiency and economy.

Delegated Program Manager (DPM) - See Section 1-4.2

Element Level Bridge inspection Data - Quantitative condition assessment data, collected
during bridge inspections, that indicates the severity and extent of defects in bridge elements.

Hands-on inspection - Inspection within arm’s length of the member. Inspection uses visual
techniques that may be supplemented by nondestructive evaluation techniques.

Highway Lid - A structure built with green space which interconnects neighborhoods
otherwise cut off or impacted by freeways, with or without local roads. If carrying local roads,
the structure must have a deck area at least twice the area of the roads it carries. Highway
lids shall be inventoried as tunnels under the NTIS.

Inventory Record - Data which has been coded according to this manual for each structure
carrying public road traffic and/or for each inventory route which goes under a structure.

Inventory Route - The route for which the applicable inventory data is to be recorded. The
inventory route may be on the structure or under the structure. Generally, inventories along a
route are made from west to east and south to north.

Local Agency - Generally refers to city or county bridge owners but also includes all bridge
owners other than state and federal.
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Bridge Inspection Organization Requirements Chapter 1

National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS) - Title 23 Code of Federal Regulations 650
Subpart C defines the NBIS regulations, and establishes requirements for inspection
procedures, inspection intervals, qualifications of personnel, inspection reports, and
preparation and maintenance of a state bridge inventory. The NBIS apply to all structures
defined as bridges located on all public roads.

National Bridge Inventory (NBI) - The aggregation of structure inventory and appraisal data
collected nationally to fulfill the requirements of the National Bridge Inspection Standards.
The state of Washington shall prepare and maintain an inventory of all bridges subject to
the NBIS.

National Tunnel Inspection Standards (NTIS) - Title 23 Code of Federal Regulations

650 Subpart E defines the NTIS regulations, and establishes requirements for inspection
procedures, inspection intervals, qualifications of personnel, inspection reports, and
preparation and maintenance of a state tunnel inventory. The NTIS apply to all structures
defined as highway tunnels located on all public roads.

National Tunnel Inventory (NTI) - The aggregation of structure inventory and appraisal data
collected nationally to fulfill the requirements of the National Tunnel Inspection Standards.
The state of Washington shall prepare and maintain an inventory of all tunnels subject to
the NTIS.

Nationally Certified Bridge Inspector - An individual meeting the team leader requirements
of Section 1-4.3.

Nonredundant Steel Tension Member (NSTM) - A primary steel member fully or partially
in tension, and without load path redundancy, system redundancy or internal redundancy,
whose failure may cause a portion of or the entire bridge to collapse. These elements were
formerly referred to as Fracture Critical Members (FCM).

Public Road - Any road under the jurisdiction of and maintained by a public authority and
open to public travel.

Rehabilitation - The major work required to restore the structural integrity of a bridge as well
as work necessary to correct major safety defects.

Reportable Structure - The NBIS gives the following definition: “A structure including
supports erected over a depression or an obstruction, such as water, highway, or railway,

and having a track or passageway for carrying traffic or other moving loads, and having

an opening measured along the center of the roadway of more than 20 feet between
undercopings of abutments or spring lines of arches, or extreme ends of openings for multiple
boxes; it may also include multiple pipes, where the clear distance between openings is less
than half of the smaller contiguous opening.” Reportable structures also include tunnels
reported to the NTI.

The State - The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT).
Statewide Program Manager (SPM) - See Section 1-4.1

Super User - Bridgeworks/WSBIS account that has permissions that allows user to approve
changes (release) in the application that other users do not have sufficient permissions to
perform. Examples of these types of data changes are changes of Program Manager, changes
to the owner, and obsoleting of structures.
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Bridge Inspection Organization Requirements

Tunnel - The term “tunnel” means an enclosed roadway for motor vehicle traffic with

vehicle access limited to portals, regardless of type of structure or method of construction,
that requires, based on the owner’s determination, special design considerations that may
include lighting, ventilation, fire protection systems, and emergency egress capacity. The term
“tunnel” does not include bridges or culverts inspected under the National Bridge Inspection
Standards (Title 23 Code of Federal Regulations 650 Subpart C). The state of Washington
shall prepare and maintain an inventory of all tunnels subject to the NTIS.

Washington State Bridge Inventory System (WSBIS) - The aggregation of structure
inventory, and appraisal data collected and used to fulfill the requirements of the NBIS/NTIS
and additional data used to manage the state and local bridge inventories.

Description of Bridge Inspection Organization

In Washington State, the bridge inspection organization is structured as a collaborative effort
between the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Bridge Preservation
Office (BPO), WSDOT Local Programs Office (LP), and local agency bridge owners with

the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) as a primary stakeholder. Collectively, all

state and local agency owned bridges subject to the NBIS and NTIS are managed under

this organization. The inspection organization is led by the State Bridge Preservation
Engineer (who serves as the Statewide Program Manager) and is advised by the Bridge
Inspection Committee.

The bridge inspection organization has the following responsibilities:

« Establishing an organizational structure within the state that clearly defines the roles and
responsibilities of those agencies required to participate.

» Maintaining a registry of nationally certified bridge and tunnel inspectors that includes,
at a minimum, a method to positively identify each inspector, inspector’s qualification
records, inspector’s current contact information, and detailed information about any
adverse action that may affect the good standing of the inspector.

« Maintaining a certification program for program managers, team leaders, load raters and
underwater bridge inspection divers.

» Performing regularly scheduled in-service bridge inspections. This includes, but is not
limited to, routine (low/high risk), underwater (low/high risk) and nonredundant steel
tension member inspections.

» Performing regularly scheduled in-service tunnel inspections.

» Establishing state specific load rating procedures and maintaining load ratings based on
current conditions of all NBl and NTI reportable structures.

» Following MBE criteria for load posting/restricting bridges.
» Establishing and specifying written inspection procedures for:
Nonredundant Steel Tension Members

Underwater Bridge Elements

Complex Bridge Features
Tunnels
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Bridge Inspection Organization Requirements Chapter 1

» Performing scour appraisals for all bridges over water.

« Maintaining scour Plan of Action (POA) documents for all bridges documented
to be vulnerable to scour.

» Establishing quality control and quality assurance procedures to maintain a high degree
of accuracy and consistency within the inspection program.

» Responding to and reporting of critical findings to the FHWA Washington Division
Bridge Engineer.

» Maintain a separate inventory of bridges and tunnels for the entire state.

» Maintaining a bridge/tunnel file (electronic and/or physical) for every bridge/tunnel
in the inventory.

« Maintaining National Bridge Inventory (NBI) data that follows the Federal Coding
Guide criteria or can be translated into that system during the annual submittal of data.
Washington State is currently transitioning to the Specifications for the National Bridge
Inventory with full transition scheduled to be complete by March of 2028.

» Maintaining National Tunnel Inventory (NTI) data that follows the Specifications for the
National Tunnel Inventory criteria for the annual submittal of data.

« Maintaining Bridge Management System data that follows the National Bridge Element
(NBE) condition assessment criteria or can be translated into that system during the
annual submittal of data.

« Submitting required Washington bridge inventory data to FHWA for incorporation into
the National Bridge Inventory (NBI).

» Submitting required Washington tunnel inventory data to FHWA for incorporation into
the National Tunnel Inventory (NTI).

The bridge inspection organization’s activities also include the following which although are
not explicitly required by the NBIS or NTIS, but are either strongly implied or required by
other FHWA policies:

» Responding to FHWA Technical Advisories, FHWA Action Memoranda, and other
policy or information requirements provided by the FHWA Washington Division
Bridge Engineer.

The bridge inspection organization is also responsible for the following activities which are
clearly part of managing bridges but not required by the NBIS.

» Bridge repair management.

» Managing non-NBIS structures.

Wash